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 The grandparent I have chosen is my mamaw Sharol Carlene Whitman 

Pace.  She is my dad’s mother.  She was born in Bluffton, Indiana on February 24, 

1950.  There are many reasons I would nominate her for the grandparent of the 

year award.  A few of the reasons would be she has kindness, contentment, and 

determination. 

 Kindness is one of my mamaw’s greatest abilities.  She will do anything to 

make someone smile.  She will always prepare a meal for a stranger, offer them a 

place to sleep, and she would give them the clothes off her back.  Her kindness to 

me is genuine because it is not only shown to those she loves, but to everyone 

she meets. 

 My grandmother is content with anything and everything she has.  It is easy 

to buy a gift for her because price is not a problem.  She is happy with whatever 

someone gives her.  She has always told me it’s the thought that counts.   

 Determination is another strong quality about my grandmother.  She was 

diagnosed with thyroid cancer two years ago.  When the oncologist operated, he 

determined that the cancer had spread to the lymph nodes.  Even though cancer 

is a cruel disease, my grandmother is determined to beat it.  She is still fighting 

and I truly believe that her determination and strong will to live have brought her 

this far.  



 My grandmother is one of the most important people in my life.  Even 

when she is fighting her own battles, she is determined to make others smile.  She 

has taught me that it really is the simple things in life that mean the most.  That 

giving is more rewarding than receiving, and to be content with what I have.  She 

deserves this award because she is not just a wonderful grandmother.  She has 

the ability to leave footprints on the hearts of everyone she meets. 

 



 

Left: Hanna Pace was presented with an award for winning district for the Grandparent of the Year essay 

contest.  Top right: Hanna and her grandmother Sharol Carlene Whitman Pace who was the focus of 



Hanna’s essay.  Middle right:  Hanna with her parents Mark & Sharon Pace.  Bottom Right: Hanna and 

Mrs. Viola Howard, Hanna’s teacher at Black Mountain Elementary 

 


